
FAREWELL TO THE PASSIONIST SISTERS 
 

"Love of the Crucified Urges us"  / Cor 5:14 / 
ALMOST FORTY-FOUR YEARS HAVE PASSED AS ONE DAY 

 
On September 17, 1977, three sisters from the Congregation of the Sisters of the Passion of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ came from Poland to Canada.  They were Sister Bogdan, Sister Gaudency, and Sister 
Dolores, who first stayed at the convent of their Congregation in Montreal.  The community of 
passionate sisters in Montreal had existed since 1963. 
 
In October, after the arrival of Polish Sisters in Peterborough, Sisters of St. Józefa welcomed us and 
invited us to live with them until we set up our own institution.  As our knowledge of the English 
language was very low, we traveled to Toronto to take an intensive English course at George Brown 
College for six months.  St. Joseph of Toronto also invited us to come and live with them.  During these 
six months, we walked to classes every day experiencing the harshness of the Canadian winter. 
 
In June 1978 we returned to Peterborough.  We were greeted by Bishop James Doyle and we started our 
work in the diocese.  Sr. Bogdana and Sr. Dolores worked in the Diocesan Bureau for Religious 
Education, and Sr. Gaudencja worked in the Chancellery of the Curia.  Three years later, Sr. Bogumiła 
came to us from Montreal.  She took over the housekeeping duties for Bishop James Doyle. 
 
Sister Kolbena stayed with us for 2 years, learning English and preparing for work in Africa.  The sister 
also helped in the Polish school and in the parish.  Sister Katarzyna also stayed with us for 2 years and 
performed the same duties as Sister Kolbena.  Then Sister Ryszard was with us for three years, helping 
with the household and accompanying Sister Bogdan, who was retired at that time.  From May 2, 2019, 
after the death of our beloved sister Bogdana, we are only three in the monastery as pensioners.  We 
perform household chores and work socially, mainly in the Polish community. 
 
During the 43 years of our mission in Peterborough, we were very involved in the diocese, working in 
the Curia, in catechesis.  We helped the Polish community a lot in the spiritual, religious and educational 
fields.  From the very beginning, Polish priests, Fr. Kazimierz Żuchowski and Fr. Stanisław Sołtysik 
(monk), invited us to cooperate with the local Polish community.  This included organizing a Holy Mass.  
for Poles every month, and then more often. 
 
When the Conventual Franciscans from Poland came to the diocese in 1980, Polish liturgical services 
were held every Sunday.  Our task was to prepare the liturgical setting, conduct singing, as well as 
prepare children for the sacraments: first confession, holy communion and confirmation. 
 
From November 4, 1978, there was a Polish school named after St. John Paul II, led by Sister Dolores and 
other sisters and lay people.  The school management and the teachers cooperated with children, youth 
from Polish families, parents, friends and with the Polish Teachers' Union in Canada.  The teaching of the 
Polish language, history, geography of Poland, religion, singing continued, as well as cultivating the 
tradition and native culture.  There were church and patriotic events organized not only in the Polish 
environment, but also in the English.  This activity has been extensively described in the Chronicles of 
Monasteries and the Polish School. 
 



Now, after many years of our presence and service in this diocese 
and for the Polish community, it is time to say goodbye.  We 
especially thank God, our Holy Mother and Saint.  To John Paul II, for 
all the favors received and the great support and kindness that we 
have received and which we continue to experience.  We remember 
with deep appreciation Bishop James Doyle who invited us to his 
diocese.   
 
Thank you for the support of the successive bishops: Nicola De 
Angelis, William McGrattan and Daniel Miehm, with whom we have 
worked in fulfilling our apostolate.  We thank the clergy of the 
diocese for their support, prayer and encouragement. 
 
Special thanks go to the Sisters of St. Joseph, for their sisterly support 
from the day they arrived in the diocese until now.  The sisters were 
our inspiration and blessing. 

 
We thank the local Polish community who made pilgrimages with us as compatriots and friends.  We 
appreciate their kindness and cooperation.  We thank young people, our past and present pupils, and 
especially those who have remained in touch with us for many years, remember their stay in 
Peterborough, express their gratitude. 
 
We would also like to thank our Mother General Agnes, the entire Council, and our dear Sisters in 
Montreal for their sisterly care and constant help.  We offer God bless you for everything! We will 
remember you in our daily prayers. 
 
Sr.  Gaudentia Zwierzchowska, csp 
Sr.  Bogumiła Godlewska, csp 
Sr.  Dolores Pius, csp 


